
NEWPORT BEACH HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
City Council Chambers  

January 12, 2011 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER  6:00 P.M. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL Commissioners Don Lawrenz, Vincent Valdes, Doug West, Karen Rhyne, Ralph 

Rodheim, Duncan McIntosh and Marshall Duffield were present. 
 
 Council Liaison: Nancy Gardner 
  
 Staff: Manager Chris Miller 
  
MINUTES Motion by Commissioner Rodheim, seconded Commissioner Valdes, to approve 

the December 2010 minutes:  Approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
ACTION & APPEAL ITEMS 
 
ITEM #1   
Subject: Mooring Support Service Center at the Balboa Yacht Basin 
Issue:  The Mooring Support Service Center Subcommittee will present their conceptual ideas for 

creating such a center at the City’s Balboa Yacht Basin. 
Discussion:   Commissioner Duffield said that the best place for a visitor serving amenity / dock would 

be between D & E docks along the bulkhead.  Perhaps a new dock could be located here. 
 
Commissioner Rhyne suggested that we also include the dinghy dock concept under the 
Lido Bridge. 
 
Tony Melum said that amenities at the BYB would have a significant impact on the tenants 
and that they should be noticed.  He supports the use of the side ties but said that dinghy 
storage would be a problem. 
 
Len Bose said that the new assistant Dockmaster would be there to monitor activity at the 
BYB. 
 
Jim Mahoney offered a water taxi component. 
 
Commissioner West said that side ties were a good idea, but he was reluctant for dinghy 
storage. 
 
Commissioner Lawrenz suggested expediting adding extensions to the existing public 
docks on the north side of Balboa Island. 
 
Council Liaison Gardner suggested that the BYB could be a good location for rental bikes. 
 

Public Comments: No public comments. 
Action: The Commission recommended staff forward the plans to the Council for further input, but 

that we start with a phased approach and focus on the feasibility of side ties only.  The 
dinghy racks are more complex and could be phased in later. 
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SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Code Enforcement Subcommittee:  Commission West spoke about the speed limit issue in the harbor 
and presented a handout (attached).  The next step in the process would be to arrange for a meeting 
with the Mayor, Council Liaison Gardner, City Manager and the Harbormaster to solicit feedback before 
moving to the next step of drafting language for the Muni Code.  Commissioner Duffield asked about 
Lasers sailing in a non-sanctioned event, and if the rules would apply?  Commissioner Rodheim 
mentioned rowers and their training in the harbor.   
 
Overhang Subcommittee:  Commissioner Rodheim suggested combining the Vessel Overhang 
committee with the Harbor Lines committee since they were closely related.  He envisioned Newport 
Harbor to be a “world class harbor” which would offer a place for mega-yachts.  He said the Project Lines 
do not work and doesn’t suggest tying the overhang policy to Project Lines.  There needs to be plan for 
what the harbor could look like.  Offshore marina?  Lido Marina Village is also in the process of 
redevelopment along with the current City Hall site, so this should be tied into the discussion as well.  
Maybe larger slips can be allowed?  The subcommittee will present their thoughts to Council on January 
25.  Council Member Gardner suggested that if the City were to press forward with the “One and Done” 
strategy with respect to dredging the Lower Bay, then that would tie in with changing the harbor lines.  
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT - None 
 
HARBOR RESOURCES UPDATE –  Chris gave a PowerPoint presentation on harbor updates.  The 
update is posted at http://www.newportbeachca.gov/index.aspx?page=1658 
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS   
 

• Dan Purcell suggested that the speed limit topic should have been an agenda item.  He supports 
speed limits but what about non-clubs?  
 

RECOMMENDED TOPICS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: 
 

• Move anchorage to the top part of the bay 
• Lower Castaways Vision Plan 
• Dinghy Dock at Lido Bridge 
• Bilge/pumpout stations 
• Balboa Marina public access slips 
• Harbor Patrol Update 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:     February 9, 2011 
 
ADJOURNMENT 




